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looked for French aid, with which to make another attempt at
independence.
Shore could not believe that this was a reliable estimate of
the situation. Wellesley, on the other hand, on succeeding
Shore, decided that it was, and expressed his entire satisfaction
with Cox's conduct. It was felt, however, to be unwise to court
further insults, and Cox's place—he returned in disgust to
Calcutta early in 1798—was left vacant. The attention of the
Government of Inolia was concentrated upon Tipu of Mysore
and the Indian situation.
In that same year occurred a further abortive Arakanese
rising, and, in consequence, another exodus of refugees. It was
estimated that there were no less than 50,000 of them in the
Chittagong district. So desperate was their plight that in 1799
Cox was sent to superintend relief measures, and died there
while engaged upon his difficult task.
Once again a Burmese force crossed the frontier, repulsed
a military police detachment, but soon withdrew, after demand-
ing the expulsion of all the Arakanese. When as a result of this
Captain Hill was sent to discuss the situation with the Burmese
Viceroy at Mrohaung, the latter refused to negotiate on any
terms save total expulsion, and threatened war, if the demand
was not met. Lord Wellesley, however, refused on 'grounds of
humanity* to consider expulsion. Instead, he proclaimed the
frontier closed to Arakanese moving in either direction, and
reinforced the troops and police there. Then he commissioned
Major William Francklin, an oriental scholar, to study the
reports of Symes and Cox and suggest a policy.
Francklin suggested that an attempt should be made to
negotiate a treaty of subsidiary alliance with Bodawpaya.
Wellesley accepted the suggestion, and was about to send
Francklin to carry it out, when the return of Symes from
furlough in England provided him with a more suitable envoy.
Symes went on this second mission provided with a magnificent
escort, designed by the grandiose Wellesley to impress the Court
of Ava with the full majesty of the British raj, and with a draft
treaty of military aid in his portfolio.
His instructions informed him that there was reason to
believe that Bodawpaya contemplated abdication, and that in

